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The Interview: Lonely The Brave

LONELY THE BRAVE
It says something of a band that passes the minutes 

before a gig to get tattoos next door – and by next 
door I mean literally. We were nowhere near a tattoo 
parlour, so I wondered if we were talking about prison 
tattoos: needles fashioned out of ballpoint pens and 
whatever scrap of metal they could fi nd, applied while 
sitting on a toilet.

Guitar player, Mark told me, “Bush [bass] is getting 
his fi rst ever tattoo whilst watching The Hulk on TV. 
He’s just had a little motif of the band. And Mo’s 
having a little heart done by his ear, but Mo’s had three 
tattoos done in the last two days so I’d say he’s a bit of 
an addict.”

This reckless joy suits Lonely The Brave and their 
“enjoy life while you have it” attitude. Reportedly 
dubbed by a fan as “an emo Nickelback”, Lonely the 
Brave are much more than that.

For a start, their music may hit hard and make you 
sway but the lyrics make you smile. There are no need 
for tears here, the distinction between “emo” and 
“powerful” is clear.

“I started playing guitar when I was 12 and I felt 
like I needed to do something else, didn’t know what. 
I had no idea. My best mate Tobes and I, just literally 
about two days before I started playing guitar, we just 
thought “F**k that’s a great idea, let’s start a band!” 
And then my life changed completely. From then on 
that was it. Nothing else was important. 

My old band used to play around with some other 
guy’s old band in and around Cambridge. Music is 
really incestuous; everyone knows everyone.” 

From putting one band to rest and talking to 
another in the same gig, Mark was recruited and 
Lonely The Brave was complete. 

“I thought ‘F**k, I don’t have a band, what am I 
going to do with my life?’ and about three minutes 

later Dave [lead] came up to me and asked, ‘Do you 
want to be part of this band?’”

The band’s debut album, The Day’s War has gained 
great credibility since its release in September last year. 

 “Dave does all the lyrics. And it’s all just based on 
real life events. Things that have happened to him, 
things that have happened to the band and just the 
kind of crap everyone goes through on a daily basis. 
He’s pretty special. I guess that’s why a lot of people 
identify with the lyrics because they are things that 
everyone deals with.”

The album’s defi ning single “The Blue, The Green”, 
is known for its hard hitting, possibly controversial 
subject matter akin to My Sister’s Keeper.

“When the suggestion for that video idea came 
through I was dead against it because I thought if it 
wasn’t handled sensitively it could come across very 
badly. But I have to be honest and say I think I’ve been 
proved wrong. He treads the line perfectly. For us that 
song is about a brotherly bond and that’s what we 
wanted from that video. It’s not about the illness, it’s 
not about anything else, it’s about that love you can 
only have through a brother or sister and wanting to 
get through things and be happy.”

It was a gentle, moody night, where the tightly 
packed crowd in King Tut’s swayed with the beat. An 
iPhone fl ashlights in the air kind of gig. A band that 
would have made a perfect fi rst date with the powerful 
“enjoy life” message coming from the music. Things 
picked up with “Trick of The Light”, with its catchy 
chorus getting shouted back at the band as people 
jumped feverishly.

Lonely The Brave will continue their Europe tour fi rst 
through Britain, stopping at the M4 Music Festival in 
Lausanne and various other major cities such as Berlin, 
Venice and Frankfurt.
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What 
tattoos 
have you 
got?
You don’t want to know. Stupid 
things you have done when you’re 
15 that you regret when you’re a 
fully-fl edged adult. 
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Ideal date?
My wife. Or Johnny (manager)
Johnny: I’m a great kisser.
I’ve been dating him for several 
weeks now. It’s going well, isn’t it? 
Of course my wife. She’s amazing. 
She’s my rock. 

Worst fan?
Worst fan? F**king hell, we’re 
lucky enough to have one! One guy 
called us an “emo Nickelback”. 
That was quite funny. Mo went to 
the loo, and this guy was standing 
chatting to him, not realising he was 
from that band. Generally people 
are good to us. That could change 
tonight. Probably get bottled. 

Biggest fear?
Apart from anything happening to 
my wife and kids, nothing. I don’t 
care. We’re just lucky enough to be 
out here doing stuff. Everything’s 
an experience so everything’s an 
excuse to make more music. There 
are too many things on TV trying 
to make you scared of going outside 
or spending money or having fun, so 
no. F**k it.

Favourite song?
A song by a guy called Henryk 
Gorecki from the Symphony of 

Sorrow. It’s classical music but 
it’s incredible. It’s about a 

really dark subject matter 
but I’ll leave that to 
you to fi nd out what it’s 
about. I can’t listen to 
that song without crying 
purely because it makes 

me feel everything; 
happy, sad, 
everything in 
between. It’s 

the most beautiful 
piece of music I’ve 

ever heard. 
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